METHODIST CONNECTION IN A STORE-FRONT

e,

Methodists ia the Greater Kamsas City ares call it "the Stovs Frout,” but
its door opens, mot upon & sales counter, but into e throbbing center which
communicetes the love and morcy of God. On one side ig & taverm, om the other &
cleaning esteblighment. In the highest semse of the word the exterior of thia
Methodist enterprise is 3 “front™ which secures @& place for the work and witness
of Christ’s Holy Chexch im the woxld.

Blaconed scross the entive width of this store-foat church are the words:
Nothodist. Inner City Parish - Zvamgel Moll.” This site wes delibevately
gelected by Methodist lesders becsuse it iz one of the major trouble spote in
Kapsas City. It is the center of slcoholism, deug oddiction and prostitution,
Around it are housing units of sub-gtomdard quality. The populztion 0f the sves
is Hegro. Herxe the Machodists of Kansas City are discoverimg new dimengions in
the meaning of the church.

This store~front church congigts of one roow, i8 feet wide, 45 feat lomng.
It is not 28 large ag some nurgexry roous in many new Metbodist local churches. But
in this swall gpace there is locsted an amezing variety of funetioms and activities.
it 4s firat of 21l the headquarters of the Meghddisnt Inmer City Parisgh. Here iB a
coumon office for the two churches working together in this Parish, the Independence
Avenue Methediet Church snmd the Troost Avenue Methedist Church. Screemed ofi at the
vear of the room ig the pifice whare the gecretarisl work is pexformed for the
entirve perigh. Also to the vear ig 2 movsble gexeen giving only partisl privacy
to the socisl casesorker who interviews pexsous waiting in on simost never-endisg
iine., Sevaral other desks out in the open sexve ag intewxview “rooms." In the
middie is & ping pong tadle. Againgt ove wall is & plemo. Folding cheirs ere stacked

in a cormez.
Te this c.$ded spoce there is held each evening from 5:00 te 7:30 a xecreation

period. Betueen twelve end twenty children come to colox amd draw, te play table



uzﬂ

geree., Im addition there are between twelve andtuenty-five young male adults who
drift in off of the streets to occcupy themselves in various ectivities (picg pong,
for oxomple). Alvays the activities are supervised by a staff member.
On the large plate-glses windows various signs sre fixed with megeages like

thoge: ‘“Welcome™

“Coma Ia"

"Ministers Available®

“Social Worker Available: Hours, 12:30-4:00 P.M. Vednesdays®

“Job Referral Help®

"Housing and Employment Information®

“Pyping and Sewing Cisnses"

"Tatoring Sexviece"

“Boys® Basketball Clogscs"

Before these signs wers postéd and the dooxs were opemed, the Methodists of Kemgos
City had ast even imagined the exéant of human, unmet needs which wvould pour im.
It hes beem shocking to mamy otherwipe responsible citizens to learn that there are
in & community like this meny d@sperzte bucen problems for which there is mo avail-
ehle help. Most citizens asgumc thet semebody, somehow, somewhere 1s taking core
of people in dire circumetamces. But the store-fromt churxch has revezled that this
iz not go. ?mplé dg live in cold heomes during the winter, they do ge iungry, they
do live in dwelilings vhere the water, ges end electricity have been a&xt off, and
théy go die because of deprivation. They gre evicted and put out inte the street.
Babies do lack the milk to keep their frail bodies slive. Even whem they die there
is no way of burying them decently.

The cmseiﬂn of the Ivmer City Psrish in Kenseo City snd the opening of the
shore-front church have served 2z a poverful megmet, drswimg togpether imto a vital

work and witness the MHethedist vesources of a vest urban area that sprawls over two

sistes, mapy cities, two spuusl comnferences and three districtas. Methedism io



£requently defimed as 2 "compectionel system” im which all wembers, churches,
agencies and institutions have a close emd instsi relatiomship. But, practically,
Mathodism often guffers fraom "dig-conpectedneps® or "un-connectedpess.” That is
te say thet somw members apd institutions couldn't care less sbout gearing effecte
ively into the gystem. DMethodism, 28 2 comnectiomsl church, hovever, is ex§eriaas~
ing now realization of its potential mower im Kansas City, thonks to the Inmer
City Parigh.
The éevalagﬁaat of the Immer Ciy Parish ie the result of @ remarkable act

of cooperation which includos the followimg entitles:

The Misgouri Arzea

The Misgouxi West Conference

The Kansas Ciky Board of Missions and Church Extension

The St. Psul School of Theology Mathodist

The Division of Hutional lisaions, the Board of Migaioms

Independence Avemue Methodist Chureh

- Troost Avenue Mathodist Church

And many other local Mothodist churches
Several imdividuals have plaoyed key and crucial roles. Dr. Richard Regiaith, Profegger
of the Seciclogy of Religiom, Saimt Peul Gchool of Theology, as chairmap of the
Mﬁ&r?pnlitan P.anning Committea, hes generally coovdimated the entire project amd
aupﬁiiaﬂ it with much of ite rafimeéant in contept and execution. The Rev. Houncth
€. Johnaton, Sdperinmtendent of the Kewgss City North District (im which the project
is located geographically) hes'given the project en excoptionaily skilled, gemsitive,
and enlightened leaderghip. The proje&t got off 6& the draving boarda, and gprang
into action aag reality with the coming in September, 1964, of the Dircetor of the
Innex City Parish, The Rev. Hovold Gasmem. ‘Nx; Cazman, who 15 o capdidate for g
#h.D. in Socisl Ethies at Boaton University, posssgess the knowledge, the dedication

and the forcefulmess to actualize the drcoms ané visions of meny. And suffice it



Gé-

to say, it took the peveeption and power of a M&thadist_biahop, Eugene M. Framk,
of the Misgouri Ares, to appoint these pexsons o their pesitions.

Finemcially gpesking, the store-fromt program was made possible by a special
grant of $1000 from the Kamsas City Boaszd of Hissiong and Church Extension. Behind
this support iz the financial power of & special fumd for the {pner ¢ity being
raiged this quadrenniuae by the churches of the Hissourl Area, Eech digtrict in
the two ennual conmferences of HMisgouzi is allocating 20% of its church extongion
funds to support of imnex city projects in 8t. Louis end Kansag City. After years
of gharing ahs general lamentotion over the continually worsgeming plight of the
inper city, the Methodists of Missours are comverting their tesrs inte deliary,
and those dollaxs exe opening the dooz of & store-front church whose purpese it 4s
to practice the love of Christ in the innew city.

Additional fimdncing is provided by the Kapgas City Board of Migsions snd
Church Extension ($5000), the Missouri West Conferemce ($3000), The Division of
Natlonal Miseiong, the Bomxd of Migsions ($1000), and the Saink Paul &chool of
Theology ($4506) for the student interns and & portion of ¥Mr. Germem's salaxy,
gince he teachea part~time on the Saiat Paul faculty. Both the Indepéﬁd@nee
Avemue and the Trogst Avenus churches pay theiy portions of the minicters!? galayies
into the Inmer City Parigh,treagury, while being sole}y respomsible for their oun
programe aund eperatiomal costg. Currently the totsl budget, apart from the loeal
chuseh budget, is pegged at $31,480, but there are projected incresses which will
hopefully raise it to $66,630 by 1969.

~§$@§Garman not only directs the entire Ianer City Parish but he serves ass well
28 the Minister of the Independence Avenue Church. His ataff comsists of The Rov.
wmaly Ballard, Asseciste Director amd #inigter of the Troost Avenue Methodist
Churek. Three students from Saint Paul School of Theology sexve s student interns:
David Moose, Richard Horath and Duame Stephems. Both Mr. Gozman and Mr. Ballazd
live in parsomeges next doer to the churches they agrve, s do two of the studept



intayns.

The professionsl and paid staff, in additiom te Mr. Gavmen, Mr. Bsllaxd, and
the three stwlent inteinsg, consigts of Lovetis Johnson, recepiliemisi-secrataxy,
Mre, Ariens Members, Becvetayy, Mrs. Rsy Stamley, pert-time administvator, exd
¥r., Ommie Welms, & part-time youth worker.

Despite the efforts of this hevd-workiag stail the wide-vanging prograa of
the store-front chureh would not be nessible without the remarbeble comiwvibutioms
of professicomally-traimed ncople who ave servimg as volunteer stafi:

- Mrs, Devid Ruonells, Director of Home Eceomomiceg Servicee,
sseists poople witlh cocking problems, ecepeciglly éffazing guidance
in the proper use of govermment surplus foods. In additiom she is
condueting s atudy of pricipgs, weights, meepures aud guslily in
neighbovrhood slores

> Mrg. Joe Barringtom, Eirﬂctér of Tucoring Serwicesg, has vecruiied
& large mamber of teaschexs, xetirad‘teach@re, college and high school -
students, tohelp school childrem with their studies. They zve lavited
ta.mg@t in the Troost Avenue Church on Saturdsy mornings, bringing
their books, smd their special problems. This group started with ome
y@angstex; bed 55 the next Saturday, and 55 the ¥hixd Ssturday. Ong
little girl sagd: "I never got a 100 im any spelling test befpre, but
I got one this woek becauss you h@lg@é.m@.?

- Mrp. Lea C. Moorehesd, a graduste socisl worker, is Directoxr of Family
@arxvices, sgeisting femilies emd isdimiduals with thelr fxequently
despazete needs for food, clothing, hospitalizsiion, medical services,
housing, even such elewentsl problems ee heat, water and electricity,
and the upending want f@r jobs, Almost every such ples for help must

bhe checkad oud with other socisl mpskeies and countless houre are gpent

on the telephone. The full time staff mewbars and the interms walke as
mony home visits e their time will allow.
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- Mrs. Wayne Morris, Director of Volumieser Recrultment, is constantly
ssgeseing the nmeede Zor volunteexs in the various program areag, and
thens spends meny hours ~ with excellemt results = in recruiling thom.

= Dy. Richerd Besmith, Consultant, ig » day-by-day source of expert
coungel for the entire @t@gxaé.

it is striking that three of these volunteex staif divectors sre wmembers o
the Asbury Methodist Chureh im Praivie Village, Kemseg, which hes pilomsercd in
the Methodist quadrenuial program called Eeighbcrhuodug in which chuzch meambers
are challemged to give ome yesr of their lives as misgiomaries to churches and
imatitutions which have grest need. In additisgyahe rastoral Relations Committee
of Ashury Church, lecated in & privileged suburdan srea fiftaen miles from the
store-iront church, hes apreed that its semior minister and two assoclates way)
contribute geversl houre sach week to thepwogram of the Hathodist ILamer City
Parigh. The other two volunteex steff persems Lelong to the Country Clud Method-
ist Chuzch im Kamsas Clty, Hissouri.

The store-front wag openad in Octobex, 1964, but slready it is recognized
iz Kenssg City &8 2 @igniﬁiéaat social welfare agency. ALl of the wellars
sgencies, both public and privete, when stretching their vegources to the limil,
aze not sbls to cope with the whelming flood of human meeds. The store-front has
beaen sble to saerve at certailn points whare public funds hepe been exhausted ond
legsel zequirements for aid cannol be mﬁé. The Jeckson County Welfsre workers are
burdened with crushing case loads, but it is remarkaﬁl& that three top specialists
have been go impressed with and grateful for the servieces of the Mathodist Inmex
City Parxish that they have voluntesred theair oun prafa@aiegmllsaxvices < without
pay = for Saturdays {(their days off).

The following figures may seem mesger, but s velief money ezpended by the
Methodist Inmer City Perish, they rvepresenmt the litersl seving of lives in the less

than first three menths of the store-fromt's existencea:

grocaries $443.02

zag turned on 95,00



refrigarators 15.00
water turped on 25,00

moviag evicted

fomiliep 50.90
bug toliena 34.50
wesl tickets

(for trsmsiemts) 27.50

rurehase awpd

ingtallotion of

hesting stoves. 100,00

Thaﬁgh the sheer physicel and material meeds sre staggering smd lmmediste,
the store-fremt doss not ovarisok the spirituazl needs of people. One of the moat
significant parts of the pregram ig the nurturiﬁg of ”haawwchurch5 groupe for the
purpose of Bible Study. 1200 uonits of Pedersl Kousing Projects ave located withim
a s%onethréw of the stors~front. About 8% of the peeple iivimg f{n these orojects
subsist o public imceme. They ave 99% Hepro. They arc peeple who really canuot
efford my kind @f.private heusing. But they are ehildran of @od and the store-
front is taking the chuzch fato their homes. After extemsive calliing throughout
the projeet, one volunteer stasf wember, Lowell Spenmcer fom the ghaff of Asbuxy
Chureh iwm Prairie Village, Kansas and a student at St., Faul School of Theology)
organired and now comducts weakly a Bible Study aZrovp in ong of thé apertments.,
Mogt of the members of thig group, 8o fer, sre women who have hesey gbandoned Ly
their husbands. They bring their children to ona apartment and whils they nlay
in one corner the women gather with the mi@ieter in another cormer o resd and
study together the Bible. 4s yet these women would not come o sver the atore-
fxomt ﬁg@g@g@@é@@ﬁ@@g’&@rvicﬁ& sut iz iz the fsith of the Methodist Inner Cigy
Parish that the Chureh of Jﬁgug Chéiat can exist in an epmriment in a public houg-
ing project.
The hope spd promise of the store-£frome are perhaps gumsed up by tho persons

whe are performing indispensiblie roleg. RKemmeth . Johmaten, the Supsrintendent



of the Kznsag City Morth District, believes thet thie iz the true mission of the
chuzeh. He belisves profoundly im evangelism, but givem the store-fromt's comtoxt
of human woe and need, he gays: '"Wou campot feally evamgelize pecpie unzil vou @ﬁaw
concexn for thedix eching, daily aesd@;" Indeed, vhat ig happening in the Method igt
Inper City Parish, thenks to people iike Remneth Jobmaton, ig evengeligm.

fmother pergem who hag played & vital Yele is Loretta Johogon, the receptionists
Becretary et the store-frong. Loretts is invaluabie because ghe g¥ew up im thie
ares and knows its people, their problems, their fagxs, theiy weainesges, their
hates, their hopes and their aeeds. Having shared thair misery Loretta wag sttrgcted
by the iove and concern of enother inper city parish, meda 3 decfaion for Christ
and His Church, sud is now realiziog her vocstion as a Christiss st the store-fromg,
Bhe says: "I know tha needs of thesa people. Thay are a part of 8y job. Peopls
really need Chrise iy their lives, for without him they hsve oniy hardship. We need
& chureh to praach the Qood News that Christ hsg come, thet he iz here, that thig
iz & plsce spf help. 7Thege poople need gomesne o direct them. Theeﬁ don’t know
anything abéa& Ged. They den't Lnow vhere to turn for help, but the church iz now
here to help them. Thay cannot deny their needs. Still this plece wwst not be s
piace Sar thew marely to ”pﬂr$§£t® on." If the love of God ig truly hexe they will

find, first Cod, and them tha things they need."

Lse C, Hoovehead, Profesgor
Preaching and Worship '
Saist Paul School of Theology Methodigt



