Luks 18:9-17 Sermon by Rev. Lee C. Moorehead 9-18-1960 Columbus, O

Suffer the Littls Children

From the New Testament we gain the unmdstéﬁle impression that Jesus mxxxhad a very
spacial interest in children. Once he referred feelingly to their playing at
marriages and fundwzals i? the markst-place. On another occasion whan he was in ths
temple he was asked to 2;%;2;athe children who cried "Hosannas" in his honor, and(Matt.21:15)
he refused, citing ths words of the psalm, "Out of the mouth ;f babes and sucklings
thou has brought perfect praise." On another occasion he took a littls child and
placing him in the midet of = orowd,illustraii*g to his apostlss what he msant by
perfect faithe And of courss there is that most famdus incident in which Jesus rebupksd
the disciples who sought to prevent a group of little children from breaking through
a crowd to gathsr at his knse. The words he spoke on that occasion have remmined imperish =
alby in the memory of the Christien community: "Suffer the little children to come unto
me, and forbid them not; for of such is ths kingdom of God." The artists of every ags
have sought to recapture the poignancy of that sosne.

Soms have thought of this saying of Jasus as bsing the charter of Christian education,
even though it was not until the 1780's that Robert Raikes became the first leader to
popularize the Sunday Schoolemmwamxmkxz Just as it took the Christian church many centuries
to lsarn the importance and necessity of Christian education for children, so even in our
own day we frequently appear #® most reluctant to give it the priority it deserves. Certginly

' gonstitute our charter. It is

the words,"Suffer the littls children to coms unto ms,
just not possible to bs true to Christ while nsglecting the nurture of children in the
knowlsdge of his way and life and truthe.

The first word in the entreaty, "Suffer the little children . » ," is not now commonly
used in our languags. The Revised Standard Version has changed this to read, "Let the
children coms to me, and do not hindsr themk for to such belongs the kingdom of God."
(Luke18:16) The word "suffer" is discardede But I want this morning to use that word
becauss it has a doubls meaning wirkmh suggestéing where we begin and where we ought to go
in our present program of Christian educations
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In one of its meanings the word "suffer" may he used to indicate that something


hoagh
Text Box
Sermon by Rev. Lee C. Moorehead   9-18-1960  Columbus, O


=0

painful or injueious has been inflicted upon somsone. Imxkhkzxmzmzx When = person
suffers he expsriences distress or griefe. In this sense our age may be dsecribed with
the worde, "Suffer the little children,"

Somstimss I think that our world is filled with an almost unrelisved kind of tragedye.

I see so many people whose lives have run aground the shoals of misery. So many peopls

are deeply distressed, sick in heart and mind, and almost totally unable to hear the
burdens of life, There are simply not enough doctors and counsellors, indeed thaere are
so faw known ways of therapy, to 2;21 Shom=ef thsir spiritual diseases and meke them whole,
And nowhere are these distresses to be found more overkhelming than in children and youth.
The world is full of sad, lonely and broksn childrene To countless numbers of children
these days the world is a crusl place in which to be hborne. Alarmed,ws complain bitterly
about juvenile delinquency and the general aimlessness and obstrepsrousnsss of -emr youthe
But so many of our children and youth have known only a world that has caused them to
suffer.
from Battle Creek, Migh.,

Last ysar, on September 12, the Associated Press sent out a stormqwhioh told of a
Bixtesn year old hoy whgxéamitted to a long string of orimes being sentenced to 45 days
of solitary confinement on a bread and water dist. The story also reported that the judge
had ordered that the boy be allowdd no visitors except a clergyman, attorney or physician.
Furthermore he was to have no reading material except religious literature and the Bibls.
By March of 1960 another wikx press releasa revealed that the 24th Battle Oreek boy had been
sentenced to a similar hread and water dist and solitary confinement. Now thsre ars many
psople who devoutly believe that the only way to deal with disordsrly youth these days
is to mete out this kind of tougthg%%éiggg? The only troubls with this get-tough attitude
is that it feils to come to grips with ths causes of juvenile delinqusni#/It is go hard
for us to face the fact that our youth are behaving in this way primarily because of massive
cruslty to their childhood. When so many are born the world says, "Suffer the little children"
(2bove story in Christian Century, Aug. 17, 1960,p.044)

Mort EEEI’ the comddian who is presently refreshing the American scene with his wry
end piercing humor, was mecently quoted as saying: 2I'm for captial punishment. You've got

to execute peopls - how else are they going to learn?"(Tims Meg. July 25,1960,p.43) This is
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pretty much the educational pattern for multitudes of children and youth: after making
them suffer spiritually from the deprivations of normal needs, we tend vindictively to
exacute them in order to make them lsarn!  Vary few bothsr ?o find out why young psopls
are behaving so maliciously. We are simply appalled by thek;:itoiehaviour which is to

be seen in the attitude of Frenchy, a young member of a gang, whose story is told in =

new book by Ira Henry Freeman, Out of the Burning. Listen to Frenchy:

I would approach a boy who challenged ms with a smile

and outstretchsd hand. "I'm sorry." As he shook hands with

me, I would smash a cola bottle full in his face with my

laft hande I dumped more hard guys that waye. I never heard

a complaint of foul. Such jive talk was for the lemonsi in the

YeMeCoho. We admired meannasse

(from Fred J. Cook's rev, of this book in SAT.REV,
Auge 13, 1960, p.32)

Before you damm this young demon, you might ask how it is that he acquired such = bharbarous
gxam demeanor. Haven't you seen many TV shows and filme in which cola bottles are used
in that manner? Doesn't the world really admire msanness? Isn't our entire globe threatenad
with meannsss?

Don't blams the child or youth for heing born into such a worlde Don't bidms him, for
there are in faot plsnty of quite ordinary people who do almost nothing to teach him any
better waye. Meany of us deplore juvenile behaviour and ory "Foull" when we are hurt by
meanness, but we scarcely lift a fingsr to changs the atmosophere of the world in which
these attitudes are incubated. Several months ago I met one of the foremost child (Eé%ync;)
peychiatristes in Oolumbus who confided that he was #eeply discouraged because ha could
gat so little response from the parents of the sick children who were his patientse. Frequent-
ly he tries to arrange msetings where he can consult with the parents about their children's
problems, but, can you imegins it, they so ssldom respond. They seem not to care, Well, I
can imagine it. There are Christian teachsrs of children and youth in this church who
can imagine it, for they experience the sams monumental apathy when it comses to soliciting

the interest of parents in what they are trying to do for their childrene Let me illustrate:
in the past several weeks the supervisers and teachers in our church school have heen
contacting parents in the attempt to obtain helpers for our church schooles One superviaaré%%?%
in the nursery department alone called over 50 parents of children who are or could be in

our nursery. How meny do you suppose r§sponded to this call for service? Exactly two, sach

one for only 2 six months periode Do fhey care? Is this not ths prevailing attitude of
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‘ indifference which denies little children the Bread of Life, and then, when they turn

out to be twisted and broken, vengefully condemms them to a hread-and-water dist in
solitary confinesment?

What kind of a wofld is this into which we are bringing so many of millions of child-

ren? Soms time ago a dear friend of mine (John Adams) told ms that his nine year old

son ﬁaa watching television when Nilita Khxmsmbsx Khruscheev appeared to denounce the
President of ths United States and threaten atomic war for alleged indignities. The
father told me that thelittle boy began to cry. "Daddy," he sobbed. "I don't want to

die." He underatood, you ssa, the kind of a world in which he livess. "Suffer the little
WW /MW"""( A e L fuj,. 7 «¢‘W}&_,<.._7’ 3"-&._.(«'—" _{;"‘f“—#‘“
childrens' A —eA, _ﬁﬂﬁuﬁ,_.7ﬁfféalaa1 e

I can tell you that I see scores of childran and youth, as wall as adults, whose
lives have been subjected to the most crusl +treatment and deprivation. To be sure, not
all of them have heen maltreated physically; indeed many have been suppligaHZ4mpst wisth
a xufx surfeit of things. The suffsring they have knowyhas been more subtle and lsss
blatante. Nonetheless}I;Eiékgqually @8- savere and insidious., Thsre are not enough psople
in this world, seemingly, to care for the kxmxkm brokdm hearts of littls children. Indeed
our task of Ohristian education must begin with the recognition that the world says, in
this sense, to many of the children of our age, "Suffer the little children.”
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Let us think now of the second msmm& meaning of the word "suffer," When Jesus said,
"Suffer the little children to come unto me," he meant, "bear with them, put up with
them, tolerate them." Indeed the Revised Standard Version has translated it correctly,
"Let the little children come unto me; end do not hinder them."

In terms of our ehallenge as Christian educators this means that we need to have a
graater tolerance for the needs of children. Yes, we need to he more tolerant of the needs
of those children whose parents disgust us by their indifference. 1t is so easy to say
gxzixxax that parents kmmk ought to look after their own children. It is disgusting to
spend hours on the telephone in the intéreat of other pesopla's children only to have E:lé?hb
pasawdts refuse all requests for help. As Christiang we must learn to bear with, to put

up with,the needs of these children Ber the simple reason that they belong to Gode. If their

ovn perents fail them, then it is owr duty as Christians to bbay Christ:"Suffer the little
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childrens" How easy it would be for us to express our disgust for parental indifference
by turning the children swaye. But isn't that what the disciples did? They were annoysd
when the mothers, probably, brought the children to Jesus, pushing their way through the
crowd; they rebuked the children for coming. But tha Gospel of Mark reports a very real
reaction on the part of Jesuss "But when Jesus saw it he was indignante" Wouldn't Jesus
be ingignant at us if we rebuked the children for coming? Wouldn't he ask us to bear with
them, to put up with them, kak to be toleresmty of them?

Recently I heard Dre. Chauncey Egggﬁ, one of Ohio State's most eminent scdentists, say
that when he was in Russia ha weas deeply impressed with the amazing kindness bhe Russian
people showed to their children and experimental animels. Is it possible that our godless
adversary is more kindly disposed toward children than we who have Christ? Has our Christ-
ian education failed to this extent?

What is it that we seek to do in-Ohristian aducation? As somsone has pointed out our
children are gpowing up in a world where they are taught the importence of food, exerciss,
rest, recreation and repose. But thess alone do not make for the abundant life, There is
a fine discrimination which guides the choices of those who know the depthe of spirituality.
A @nhinese gage once said: "If you have two loaves of bread, sell one and buy a lily."

(£rom TEACHER'S LETTRR, Christmas, 1956, cited to me by Arthur Wohlers) Possibly hers is
the significance of Christian education: its purpose is to teach children and youth to give
up soms of'z§g+;any things i{het—bhep=ipave so thsy might possess the values of truth and
beautye It is this sense of morel and spiritual values we are seeking to convey to all
whom we teache Ge Ko Chestsrton wrote aes an insoription of the 1933 World's Fair: "Man will
navar starve for want of wonders; but men may starve for want of wonder," Our children
live in a world of incredible wonders: jet planes flying faster than the spsed of sound;
space ships orbiting about the earth; rockets shooting through the emptiness of spaces.
Yot multitudes are starvefl for a want of wonder. How many children and youth are there who
can look up into the majestic drames of a night sky and feel what the psalmist felt:

The heavens are telling the glory of God;

end the firmamsnt proclaims his handiwork.

Day to day powrs forth spsach,

and night to night declaresg knowledge,
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There is no spsaech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,

and their words to the end of the world.
(Pealm 19:1-4)

What is the purpose of Christian education? Is it not to teach a little child that though
the ezrth sometimes m=xmm appears in one's experience as a desert of loneliness and
death, he may still know that truth about Almighty God which enables him confidently
to say,
The Lord.is my shepherd, I shall not want; .
—
he mekas me lie down in green pastures.
He leads ms beside still waters;
he restores my soule.
Ha leads me in paths of righteousness
for his names saka,
Is it not owr privilsege to illustrate this confidence by relating the lives of the faith-
ful to our lives? For example, one of the most distinguished members of this church was
Dr. Fred BOEEEEPd; a man whom meny of us esm affectionatsly recalle Ons day, after a
long life as a Christien lawyer end teacher, had comd to an end, they opened his bank box,
and among his papers they found a small Xkm slip upon which were written the words: "The
Lord is my shephard." Is it not owr purpose in Christian education to prepare God's
children to mréc eive fast /e@auck?

Several weeks ago'I saw a news note regarding Francoise %Eggp, a young French novelist
who has besn most successful at spinning salacious tales, Nowx®% twenty-four years old,
sha has been recently divorced. For the benefit of a magzine interviewsr m&ik she offered
her views of life and love. Wearily shs sighed: "At 19, if you like, I could have ween
complstely changed by someone or I could have discovered somsthing through somsone. Now I
don't think I could any more. I could changs mywi; of life, be happy or unhappy, but I can
no longer changs 2 sat of reflexes which is ma." (Time Mag. July 25, 1960, p.40) That is
undoubtsdly the spiritual biography of multitudss of haunted people in our worlde For all

there has been a time when somsthing through someone could have changed their lives. Instaad
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they exist meraly as a set of reflexes, starving for wonder in a world of mechanical

~nd electronic wonders. And all of the while we, who ars ths teachers of the Christian
faith, have what they need to be changede For we have Christe. It may very well be that
somé child who came under your teaching care this morning is in the last stags of his life
wherein he may be saved from the soulless status of a set of reflexeses Do you recall why
the little children were being brought to Jesus? The record sayss: Xdmixkaxy'Now they ware
b¥inging even infants to him that he might _49_9_1_;23 theme" "Suffer the little children to
coms s o o " ye8, to us, that we might lead them into a presence whereby they may be

touchad by Christe





