Sermon by Rev. Lee C.
) A View from the Msthodist Summit Moorehead 5-15-1960
& Columbus, Ohio

The General Conference mExkhaxMxkhwdimkxShuxzh is the highest deliberative and
authoritative body of the Msthodist Church. EHvery four years it msets to set the policies
end program, to psss the lews of our churche Other denominations have thsir higheeti
bodies mcet annually, or triennially, but the Methodists make theif laws and policies and
then have to live with them for four ysars.

In my first sxpsrience as a delagate or even as an observer I found the General
Confersnce tenss with sxeitemsnt and thoroughly exhausting, Gathsring its delspates from
eround the world, the Methodis® Church is tremendously impressive in size and scopa. Espscizlly
in this orucial ysar of 1960 when Methodism faced the mo st perplexing and drasiic issues
one had the feeding of intemse drama and expsctation. Great intensity derviad from the
knowledge that this wes the summit of Msthodism: the issues had to be faced =nd finally
resolved here, or not at 21ll. Thers was no court of higher appsal. This was a grsat
church teking decisions which would affect nine million peoplse. I would liks to shere with
you thie morning four major impressions of this memorable summit expsrience.

W

The first impression was that this was Mathodism =t its democratic heste It was in
fact an swesome example of the democratic method =nd spirit.

Msthodiem is not always thought of 28 a demoorstic instrument. Ekxkx We have a kind
of hierarchal system in which tremendous power end authority arse invested in bishops..

This power is most keenly felt in the right of the bishops to appoint ministers to the
church€5 Both the churches and the ministers =rs finally impotent before this authority.

But at the General Oonference where its laws =re mede the Methodist Church decrees that

the bishops must sit off to one side and not be permitted #mx eithsr to enter into the
debajie or vote. At each session a bishop is selected to pfeide but he is reduced absolutsly
“to the status of guiding the floor proceedings according to parlismentery precedure. He is
elected to his position for lifexkmt and given immense power over the lives of individuals
and chruches but at the General Conference he mey not even express an opinion without baeing
called upon to testify.

At this General Oonference these some seventy bishops had to sit quietly end powerlesesly

to one side as the deslegates on the floor vigorously debated the issus of the bishops'g


hoagh
Text Box
Sermon by Rev. Lee C. Moorehead  5-15-1960
Columbus, Ohio


n

teym of residency within ons sree. Up until = waek ago the lMethodist bishop could reign

over one aree indefinitely. But this time the dslegates, debating openly hefore their
bishops, pessed a law which will be effective in 1972 limiting a bibhop to 2 total of
twelva yeors within one areae. When it ceme tims %o vota on this matter a sscret hallot

was taken, thus assuring every candidate a measurs of protection against episcopal reprisal,

In addition to this aapéct of damocracy the General Conference is a delagated body
with every ennual conference being represented and entitled to elect its own delegatss,
both lay and minieterial. In the annual conference the ministers elect their delegates
by ballot and the laymen slactmdt theire by ballote At Denvar there wers 788 delegatas,
half of whom were ministers, half of whom were laoymens

Winston Churchill once said that "Deomcracy is the worst form of government except
all those other forms what have heen tried from time to time." (Kennedy's PROFILES OF
COURAGB,p.244) Another aimx definition I liks was given by Senator Humphrey: "Democracy
is like a mirror = you look in it and eee a dirty face. It's your's!'"(Postors Convention,
1960) Both of thase I believe apply to the Methodist Church and I-éaw them both in operaztion
at Denver, Msthodist democracy is lshookous, often maddeding with any one of the 788
delsgates given mxmx the right to jam up the proceedings with parliementary ®Ex mensuverings
and blockingse At times the majority can compel the minority; at other times a skillful
minority can employ its guile to obstruct ths majority. Still it is democracy and I was
pleased to see this demonstration of democratic principle at Danver.

= Lis

A second impression brought home from the Methodist summit is that of a church which
is in reality a lorge cross-section of our national life. Almost gvery factor of our
national life was reflscted in this deliberative hody .

The air of the auditorium was electric with excitement as debate was openaed on the
single most cemmending issus facing our church® racgial segregiidne. For over a week the
Metho dist church writhed and recoiled, agonized and sought for an answsr to this over-
arching problem along exactly the same lines in which it is foundf in our national life.

For the most part this was a ssctional strugpgls between the south and the north, with the

very real exception thet the Negroes - who are sagregated - were hopslessly divided among
themselves a8 regarding strategy and position. Probably there was not much difference in

the nature of the ergumsnts raised on both sides of this issued than thmex in those argumants
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which are heard on the floors of the U.S. Congresse In other words, Methodism does not
+ranscend our national life in any significant waye The Metho dist Church did in fact
emerge from this General Conference still as a sagregeted churche

In addition it was apparent that thoge who represented Yethodism at this confersnce
were also representetives of the affluent secular society in which they live. Perhaps the
naw $15 million Hilton Hotsl which housq[all of the bishops and provided most of the
special dinnsrs at $5.00 2 plate was symoblic of this facte The very quintessence of
luxury and comfort,-this hotel was oundbubtedly important to meny Methodists even though
they had to pay$23 & day for their rooms. Perhaps one who stayed in a lesser hotel with
ankxk old fashibnsd bathtub that took forever to drain could bs forgiven a backward look
#b the deys of the raw and wild frontiers when the saddlsbag and ths crude inn were the
merks of Methodist =dvance., Indeed the Methodist Church is both in the world and of ths
world. Methodists at Denver were very well dresssad, groomsd, mmi domicilad and fede. Its
represen atives gave evidence thst the Methodist Church is moving above the middls class,
At Denver Methodiesm expressed and embraced both the temper and the tastes of the timss.

-III-

My third impression is thet of 2 world churche.

Among the 788 delegates there were rperesentatives from all over the world, in every
kind of costume, speaking all kinds of tongues. In this raespect our church fiffers from
almo st every other major Protestant demomination in the United Stides,

As we first met for holy communion it was desply moving to hear the familiar words
spoken in the langusges of the worlde

At one of the formal husiness sessions there wam a factor of the utmost significance
when for the first time a bishop prdsided who was 2 native of a country outsids of continensal
United 8td4es. This was Bishop Shot K. Mondol of India.

Indeed one had 21l during the conference the realization that he was a part of a world-
wide church end that he was standing almost literally at kh; ppossrozd through which all of
the psoples of ths world were marching.

One of the unforgettable hi ghlights of the ¢ onference occurred when John B. Nicholsg

from the deep south arose in the midst of the tense debats over segregation to make ons of tha

most prophetic uttsrences I have ever hsardg 8aid hej



I heard the story of a man who had 2 particular love for
a picture frame thet had no picture in it and he went out o
buy a picture ons day tp put in this dearly-loved frame, He did
not teke the frame with hi, and, as he walked through an art stors
a particular picture struck his fency. He cerried the picture homs
with him and when he reached homs he found thet ths picture was too
big for the freme so he took the seissors =nd clipped the picturs
g0 that it would fit the frame =nd put the picture up in his house.
Now, I am not suggesting that we go back and clip the picture
of the Christian gospel and Christian ethics to fit the particular
frema or section that we hold desr in our particular geographical
jurisdictions, but I am hopeful that averybody will go back and seek
to enlarge the sectioncl frame in which hs would like to place tha
picture thet he gospel and the ethics of Jesus represente Ap far as
I am concernad, there is only one single frams thet will fit it and
that is a world frams. (Applause.) (p.280,281, Daily Christian
Advocate, )
=1 Vea
Tne fourth impression I brought away from the General Conferenca was that of the
messive powsr and might of the Methodist Churche I ¢annot refrain from reflecting upon
the potential good which could conceivably be realized for all menkind if this power and
might were to be employed solefy for the sake of Christ and his kingdome
Perhaps the use of this powsr could be seen most clearly in the reitsration of the
historical requirement that Msthodist ministers are not to uss to tobacco. In this czda it
was & minority report that prevailede The majority report had recommended that this specific
reference to tobzcco be deleteds A vigorous debate followed. Since rzturning to Columbus
I have been receiving some good-natured ribbing from my non-Msthodist clerical brethren
because I guess I was quoted in the press against ministerial smoking. Now here is my position:
ten years ago I would have voted to removed this requirement as a petty end kmmm pious example
of moralizing. But with the revelations from scienos of the cancerous effects of tebacco on
lerge numbers of people I believe it has hecome & moral issue and avery Mathodist minister
ought to be willing to sbstain from such a hsbit because of what this might mean to pillions
of children end youth. I am not now concerned about laymene I have plehhy of ash treys for
those who must smoks when they come to my house. I xmxmok fesl not ak all self-righteous
or superior simply because I do not smokes But I am so siok end tired of the gigantic
lies dinned in our ears from morning until night about she desirability of smoking from our
mass advertisers that I am quite ready to stand up and shout thet I lkiow they are lies, Hence

I was glad to see in this somswhat Rxsmemkxxyx fragmentary way, =t least, the Methodist Church

use its voice to protest against the blandishments and crusl deceptions of the commsrcial
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worlde It is enly a sample of the immense power availabls to righteousness if only the
Methodist Church could mobilize its resources on the most orucial issusse

Other exazples of the use of this power w era seen in the General Conference's
support of the World and National Councils of Churches in a time when they have been
maliciously attacked by hate-mongsrs and minds twisted by untruthe Furthermore it was
heartening to sse the Mathodist Ohurch exposing the recent sweepinggand sourrilous attack
on the vast majority of Protestaht ministers and exposing thess falsehoods for what they

truly aree.

On the way home last Sunday Dr, and Mrs, George Leckland and my wife and I stopped in
Grand Island, Nebraska to worship at the Msthodist Churche. There wse heard a ministar
tell a somewhat corny story that might have a msasures of truth. He said that somsone had
wondered what would happen if an atomic bomb were dropped on Denver while the Methodist
General Oonference was in sessione Against this question someons slse had resised another:
"Oould you think of a hetter way to spread the gospel?" Actuslly, I fear that kbmxMakk
no real bomb was detonated at the Mgthodist summite The Msthodist Ohurch peither chznged finr
saved the worlde.

There was a parable for me in a personal difficulty I had all during the confarencs.
My dootor told me about a year ago that I would soon have to go to bifocals. At Denver I
learned that that time haé comse Sitting at e desk at ths rear of a hugs auditorium, I
had no difficulty at all in seeing the spsakers and happsnings en the faraway stagse My
long distamee vision is very goode The trouble I had was in seeing the vdhumes of fine
print which I had to follow hefore me on the tablee I could not read the type closs upe. My
vision was blurred,, distored, often uncertain, And so it was, I beliseve, with the Gaamsral
Conferances Our collsctive sys focussed clsarly and sta=dily on the world as a wholee On
the world frame we could see and undsrstand the major problemse But it was aevery so difficult
to foous on those matiers so close up: the locel church, our own ministry, our ssotional
differences, segregation in owr own town and churchese This is our difficuliy es Christiansg.
But I am oertain too that when we sse through the syes of Christ we get not only a clear
world visw, but a view of oursslves, our chu-ches, our communitiss close upe Only then can

we do his will both abrozd and at homse





