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Whet thought have you ever had thet is greater than that? Is this not the greatest thought
for both men and nations? To hold and proclaim this thought is the mp=xkz¥x unique

purpose of the Christian churah.

The most perplexing problem of this planet is the conflict that develops
because many msn and nations consider themeelves sovereign powers. Religion ought to
teach men that they live under the shadow of the Almighty, but eppsrently it is has little
affecte Barbara Werd, the eminent English journelist, several years sgo made this obser-

vationt

a

Thereis little to suggest thet a reviving sense of religion
in the West is leading to abatements of sovereignty, to a wmore
eager searchfm for cooperation and partnership among the nations.
In som quarters, indeed, it is almost as though God were being
revived as a tribal deity to safeguard and protect the interests
of particuler natione, a God who is "on our side," a God who can
be mobilized as an auxiliary in the "fight against atheistia
communisme” In the land evean of Lincoln, there seems little traoce
f the great President's sense of his nation standing under the
udgment of God, of expiating, even while it struggled against
slavery, its own sins, failures and shortcomings,.

(NY Times, Meg.,"Redl Religion and False, Dsc.19,1954,

pe45)
Now as msn break through the gravitational powers of the earth and rxzzbxkawmxdxkhx fly
tbward the moon and the stara, it is more important than ever that we see the God of
Ohrist, not as a mere tribal deity, nor =8 an auxiliary to our cause, but as the God

of the Universe =~ Creator, Redeemsr and Judge.

In an editorial note the other day the Ohristian Century expressed itd dismay-

t a proposal made by 175 ministers of the Missionsry Qgpp;et Association of Arkensas,
They heve called upon Congress to enact amkgx legislation which would provide looczl option
elections on integration. Ex8laimed the @mxkm Century: "The law as loczl option) Coumon
humenity as a local option! The divine impsrative as a local option! O Lord."(Oot.8,1958,
Poll34) Who are men to intérfere with the laws of God? Who are men to question the divine
imperafive? Youmx see we have placed our thousand little sovereignties alongside the
otal sovereiggty of God, and we have expscted them to stack up. But only God is greate
ly God is sovereigne We mortals heve no right to questions his imperatives or to thwart
is purposes,

In 1859 the Goncourt Journal had this notationt "They say that Berthelot
has predicted that in a hundred years of physics and chemistry, men will know what the atom

is, and that with that knowledge he will he able to change, snuff out, or relight the sun
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ot will as if it were a Ozrcel lamp, Similiarly, Claude Bennard has said that with e
hundred years of physiology, men will understand the organic law and be able to oreate
(human life in competition with God. We have no objection, but we certainly think at that
momsnt in science, the good lord in His white beard will appear on earth, swinging His
great bunch of keys, and aay‘to the world, as they say in the taverns at five o'clock,
1Closing time, Gentleman." (April 7,1859, printed in HARPERS, March,1955, pe72) A great

meny serious and thoughtful people believe that our world has coms perilously zkm near to

fantastic atomic age in which ham has dizzied himself with hiw own superb achievemsnis.

(Qi:) olosing tims. Perhaps we have tried too herd to compete with Gods We surely live in a
Vﬁ There is only one voice, one 2force in all of the world whioch can remind him of his folly.

That ie the Church of Ohrist whioh speaks always about the sovereignty of Gode That is

\;yﬁ/boux most pressing business in the atomic age. We are not physicologists or chemists or
rocketry enginsers,. We are simply those who believe that God is the Father of all men,

and that as Sovereign over all, he oontrols the tides of the seas, direots the pathways

f the stars, and haunts the heart of every man In an atomic 2ge this is what the church

as to saye





