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“Se
In recent years there have been many selfe-appointed, and self-righteous
vigilantes who have been riding hiph on all of thoss who dhgy oonsider to be unpatigotic
and disloyale The mmkgxtrouble with them is twofold: they are ¥m®x insufferably selfe
righteous and their msthods are un-imericen. In a remarkable book, THE LOYALTY OF FR3Z
MEN, Alan B&Eth, an oustanding ediboiddl writer for the Washin:zton Post, hoe analyzed
their methodse He ocalls attention to the fact that many people have lLeen punished lately
by publicity. The House Coumittee on Un~American Activities once announced that its
purpose was "The task of protscting our constitutional démocracy by « o o opitiless
publicity."(p.55) Then he goes on to deal with the technique of character assassination,
One way in whioh a foreign power might sesk to cripple the
American atomic energy progfam would be to single out a few
of the country's foremost muclear pumsiciste = there are not
t00 many - and disposs of them by assassination « « « «Theso
men carry in their minds sscrets = and the skill to discover
new gecrsts - more valuadbls than cany ghat could pessibly be
uncoverad by esplonage.
But murder is a messy, swkward businesse. The assasins might
be caught and oxdcuted; the plot might be discerned bsfore it
oould be complsted. Moreover, it is quite unnecessary  How nmch
more simply thse same results cen bs achieved by a few words
oreftily spokan before som: lsgislative commitise or z whispered
anonymbusly to an FBY investigator!'Character assassination is at
onos easiar and sursr than physical asssult; and it involves far
less risk for the assassine It lesaves him free to comuit the same
deed over and over again, and may, indeed, win him the honors of
a haro even in the country of his victims. (201-202)
Alsd it might be added that such fewgent patiiotism serves as a most sscurs cloak for
self-righteousnsss. By pelting othsr people and impugning theclr motives it is possible
"
to plough undor one's owm guilt.
Just yeterday I heard of a man over the radio who had pumped the contents of
a gun into a orowd, killing one man and injuring others. Later he siated that he had
always wanted to shoot himself, but that he didn't quite have the courage to do that.
It is always easier for a self-gighteous psrason to throw stones at someone else than it
is for him to search his own conscience rzlentlessly.
Above all else a @Ghristian Church ought to be a haven of blzssing and
acoeptance for all persons, regardless of the nature or extent of their sine Certainly
no one ocoming into our midst should be greeted ®ith stones for sinas which mey have marred

his life. All of us ought to have the humility and genuine depth of convictions to say

prayerfully, "There but for the grace of God go I."
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priest =~ who made himself an unofficial, onc-man welcoming committee. He shook hands with
the Negro man and helped him carry the first piece of furniture into the house. Youngsters
dropped their rocks in shame and turned mumy toward their homes for advice from parents,
who obviously had encouraged the first stoning. But peeking faces disappeared in sudden
embarrassment. A Negro family had found & new home outside the blight and rubble phat had
boen marked "for Negroes only." A few weeks later they also had some new friends « amon-
the very neighbors who had expressed such great unhappiness at szeing them buy the houss.”
(SCUTH OF FRIZDOM, Carl T. Rowan, p.265=G%)

1 went to conclude this sermon with an expression of deep gratitude to someons
I do not even knowe This week a letter cams to me from somsone who did not oare to sign
his nams. He steted that he had seen my sermon topic and that he had jotted dowm a few
lines which he was enclosings It is evident that these words pave grown up out of a deep

expsriences

Don't throw that stone
No, Ron't throw that stone.
It may strike and injure

A mother's loved one.

A son or a daughter,
Husband, wife or a friend;
Somsone who has stumbled

And nz=eds you,to lend

Your prayers, your help
In their desperate need;
If only you'll think,

And thinking, take heed

Place yourself in their place
With their weaknass and cares;
Your stons will be dropped

And you'll kneel there in prayer.

Jesus says, "Let the one
Without sin ocast the stone;
So, brother or sister

Are you the’ right one?





