
Luke 22:1-25

Are You a Security Hiok?

It is ironic that since the close of './orId War II which was supposed to

have achieved liberty and freedom we have been oppressed by a jsana creeping sense of

insecurity. It is further irony that we xaas are ricdlod with this fear of insecurity in

a land which is presently enjoying the greatest material prosperity in the history of tho

human race, nonetheless our fears persist. Because of these hysterical fears we h-vo made

frantic efforts to aesure our security. In terms of our national safety and welfare a great

many people have been put on a list of persons alleged to bo "security risks." ffe mean

that they are threats to our society and well-being, './e have sought to identify and isolate

them.

Some of the most prominent persons in our society have been declared

officially to be security risks oven though they have been accused of no crime. Theobvious

implication is that ouch parsons have weaknesses of ohaTaoter which makes it inadvisable to

trust them with any high responsibilities or information. This was the most specific hharge

inst the great ttomic scientist, Dr. Robort Cpponhaimer. Though he w admittedly a geni

who had, guided the development of atomic pownr in tho U.S., and though there wlsua no crime

charged against him, he was dismissed from his position because of an alleged character ai'fcnK

weakness* One member of the Personnel Seourity Board of the Atomic Energy Commission, Dr. ".'•

V. Evans, however, dissontod from this condemnation. In his separate report he wrote: "All

peoplexz are somewhat of a security risk." (SOCIAL ACTION, Sept. *54,p.l5)

I personally have no doubt that there are persons in positions of vital

responsibility who should bo removed as security risks. But when we contemplate the whole

sale attaofc on such poople wo should be brought up sharp that wo might do some searching of

ourselves. It hardly behooves any of us to bo denouncing others as security risk. I would

like to ask you: Did it ever occur to you that YOU might be a security risk? In my judgment

we ought to subject ourselves to the perrerating examination of ourselves under the se-'rchli-h

of our Christian faith,,

Those of us who pride ourselves on being members of the Christian Church cugir

to iQQetfoQI that one of the twelve men who wxsxsxx served as one of Jesus' disciples was Juds

l3CC;r5.otj the betrayer. xfo&KXtaribc V/ho could bo thought of as a greater security risk th a
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he who had the rare and inestimable privilege of bei:: member of the Twelve? And if he

could betray the master, we who live at a great diot-nce fnom that event ought toolook more

closely at our own loyalty.

Are you a security risk? As you ask yourself that question lot mo suggest three

traits which nxghi certainly characterize those who are risks to the security of the common

good.

-I-

For one thing you are definitely n ourity risk if you are an irresponsible

person. In any kind of a relati - where oth 1 :>end upon you you -re a risk to their

cccvirty if you cannot ke [ood*

One of the most frequent of tr gio•stories which is rsiztsA told to ;

minister is of the utter destrufitiveness of irresponsibility in tho home. Here is a woman
"

left alone with throe small children. I contact tho husband and he says that ho loves his

children, but he will not go home. Ho continues to live with another woman* His children

beg for ' im, cry for him, but ho cannot overcome his inability to bo responsible* I learn

that all of his life ho has been that way, th t when ho was a child he ".:• s mpered and

spoiled, that ho never learned to take respeonsihility* '/lien he was married wa3 a terrible

security risk. Thi3 case is repeated a thousand times: because of irrespponsibility a

marriage partner is s poor risk.

Here is another man who is mor lly irresponsible* Ho is a doctor in a

family of proud and prosperous doctor. Utterly lacking in moral sensitivity -nd discration

one escapade leads to another until his wife lies dead in a pool of blood. How the whole

family suffers and goes down to personal andprofessional ruin because one man's irresponsibility

I im a terrible security risk.

Thomas Paine once Baid: "Those who would abuse liberty when thoy possess
)

it, would abuse power if they could obtain it." And that is the road to irresponsibility.

Given power ouoh people general wreak havoc in the lives of others. Inut -We *»V»'f- \ZeTe

An old Jewish folk tale tells about - number of men saatad in a boat. One

of the man takes a augur nd begins to bore a hole beneath him. Instantly his comrades

protect and cry, "What are you doing thoro?" His reply was simply: "'./hat concern is it of

yours? Am I not boring- a hole beneath my own seat?" A nd they reply: "It is cur business for



the water will swamp tho boat and all of us with it." (CHRISTIAN PRlHNDS BULLKTIN,Deo. '5''.p.8)

There have been many explanations of Judas' traitorous behaviour attempted*

Parts of ill of them are probably involved in the true diagnosis* But certainly we would

have to say too that Judas simply rove-led himself as being irresponsible.

I should dare to 3ay that it seems to mo at tha present time there are

prominent -oliticians who are behaving as serious security risks. They would rather gain

a moan and petty political advantage of tha moment than to work for the assurance of i;orld

peace. They have no regard for the feelings and goodwill of our neighbors and allies. Thay

prefer to dig up old skeletons from ancient graveyards for sheer partisan advantage than

thay desire the easing of world tensions which are leading directly to atomic explosions.

Tha real security risks are tha trigger happy partisans who soam not to understand the extent

of the damage thay inflict upon the precarious balance of peace whan they fling wild charges

and make great displays of self-righteousness. Some of these are in high places. Wo C"n only

pray that their irresponsibility will not prevail. Irrationality can be indulged only at a

great price. It is irresponsibility. Such politicians while venting their wild passions are

toying with tho precious lives of our boys and our littlo children, bom and unborn, who will

h-ve to ba sacrificed in the atomic furnanca of another war.

-II-

For • : ir thing you - tn ity via,'.; if your motives r issentii

ish. Any person interested only in li will think nothin ri iking the Beourity of

others to achieve his own good.

Sometimes pure selfishness parados as individualism. Tho ether d-y I

came across this definition of a certain kind of "individualism*" "Before any politic 1

arguments justly can be resolved, we first have to agree on tho difference between 'individ

ualism'1 and mere selfishness. 'Svery man for himself'1 cried the elephant, as he danced among

tha chickenS- which is soma people's mistaken idea of 'individualism.'" (Sidnsy Harris, quoted

in THS WASHINGTON RELIGIOUS RSvTEVf, Nov. 22, I954, no. 551) When a parson uses his individual-

ism in that manner he is a security risk.

wEsxxxsxssa

h '6
The porson who uses other people and their wllfare for toa&x own advantage

and advancement is a socm-'tv yabu This is what is meant hy "taking .care of number one."
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Thosa who are intent on "taking care of number one" are usually security risks - in marrigge*

in business, in politico, in anything. ^ ««*4 3- *iav+'-H '« »- s^eurlfr r/F/T fi 7*£»

It is sometimes a tragic commenta.ry on tho church that we become so

intorested in ourselves and our own spiritual welfare that we really have no time for tha

concern with other poople and their needs. Dr. Samuel M* Shoemaker in a- recent sermon, wtitten

in a free veSse stylo, had this to say:

I stay near the door.

I neither go too far in, nor stay too f-vr out,

The door is the most important door in the world —

It is the door through which man walk when they find God

* * * *

I admire the people who go 'way in.

But I wish they would not forgot how it was

Before thay got in. Than thay would bo able to assist

Tho people who have not yet even found the door,

Or the people who want to run away again from God.

You can go in too deeply, and stay in too long,

And forgot tha noople outside the dcor*
(PULPIT, Dae. I954, p. 17

Tha church which is mora interested in its own beautiful plant and surroundings and tho

promotion of its own schemes than it is in tbending the messengers of the gospels around the

world with poaca and hailing is a security risk in God's kingdom. YOU are a secuirty risk

to God's plans if you are so 3elfi3h that you cannot share the blessings you have received

with God's other children. Indeed you are a risk to tho peace of the whole world.
immediately

It is disillusioning, on tho ona hand, to note that sknrfcly after Jud s

is identified by Jesus in:ckh:3 at the last supper in the upper room as tha disciplexxxsx who

£BSBK£ke&xigcx3ttxxIraxzx vrho would betray him, as described by St. Luke, tbiHxd±3Si'3iaa:d:>: all

of tha othor disciples fall into a dispute as to which of them would b3 regarded as greatest.

Jesus said to them: "The '::'. a the "entiles exercise lordship over them; and those in

uxthority over them -ra oalled bei >tprs. But not so with you; r ther let the greatest

Dng you become as the your rest, nd the la lerf as one who servos. For which is the ' ir,



ona w litfl at the table, or one who oerveo? Is it not the ono who sits at tablo? But I

among you as one who oervo3." (Luke 22:'4-27) How often can that story be rapaatad as an

accurate description of our lives? We ought to understand that every ona of the twelve

disciples - not just Judas - turned out to be a secuiity risk when Jesus went to the cro33.

Thay were too selfish.

Are you that kind of a security risk?

-III-

Finally, I hi ik it ought to be suggested that th n Kirn i3 a security

risk if ho is irreligious* Some of tho most I an in the world - those who have

succeeded Ilk :'. :lsr in reducing society to smoking shambleB have dono so in tho confident

belief that they ware responsible!: to no higher power* At the present time wo are menaced by

man who believe that no divine authority supercedes their own. Such persons are security

risks to others because they own no hi [hex 11 no than allegiance to themselves.

Soma time ago I saw a cartoon which had originally appeared in the
Lnted in SAT.BSY.Oct.2,1954,p.2?)

Minneapolis Tribune. It depicted two diplomats watching the billows of smoke from •

atomic explosion test. One is saying to the other: "It isn't how big tho bombs are that

matters*" And the other replies: "It's how big we are." Well, we can novar be big enough

to avart the impending disaster just on our own strength. Indeed on our own strength we

are security risks. We shall need the help and grace of Almighty God.

I heard Bishop Gerald Kennedy preach in Geneva and he said: "The man who has

nof faith and is afraid is a danger to his cause." That is true, but it occurs to me th t it

is also true that a man who ha.3 not faith and is a fraid has no$> cause. And tha man who has

not cause for which to give tho last full measure of devotion i3 a greater danger to the world,

simply because his aimlessness "nd fear may be swept into • eh otic abyss.

I saw another cartoon in tho Saturday Review (Oct. 2, I9p4, p. 24) which Bhowed

husky football player charging down a sidestreet, his head bant low as a fullback Bmashing

through the line, the football tucked securely under his arm. In the background can be seen

the •-'- ilium where the game is being pi yed. On the sidewalk are two men watching with

incredulity. The caption roads: "Oh, that Dumbrowswioz igain - tremendous drive, no sense of

direction." and there are other people who have tremendous drive going in all directions

ond leaving havoc in their wake, simply because they hava no sonoo of diraction. It is hi b

religion which gives a man tha 3enso of direction.
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At the beginning I said that high religion, and especially Christianity,

mora insight into the nature of secuiity risks than any other force on earth. And I believe

this is so because it diagnoses correctly the ssxx onsontial nature of man. t soas man

z •:. sinner who needs to be redeemed. Without redepmption all men "re eeoutity risks.

Tho trouble with us is that we do not reccgnisa ourselves as sinners.

In his writings John Bunyan ' this to say of Peter:

Some that are coming to Christ cannot be persuaded
until the temptation comes, that they are so vile as the scripture
saith they are. True, thay 3ee so much of their wretchedness as to
drivo them to Christ. But there is an over ^nd above of wickedness
whEih they sea not. ' little thought his

Bing nd • • ng, and an inclination to deny
\ hi- . - i iptation 01 tnaj but when that inddaed came
\ upon ' ' :: bhen he found it 3orrow«(6PRITBTAL RICHES OF

BOHIT 3U13YAIT, p. 150)

Rainhold Niebuhr has oailed attention to one of tho great documents

of social protest in Egypt, "The Tloauc: ' rt." It shows the accused peasant standing

in t;in the court of the Grand Visiar decl iringl "Thou has been 3ot as a dam to S'-ve the "ooor

n from drowning, but behold thou art thyself tha flood." Of, J. H. Breasted, THE DAWN

OF OONSOIBNOg, quoted algiOby Niebhur in HAT. AND DTST. 07 MAN, Vo, I, p. 253)

Many of us who have been sent into tha world, like the Pharisees, to save the world, turn out

to be the greatest security rikks m '.jod's kingdom*
irt SteM-r%'4y fit'sk*. Det't- preie-nl -h he 3- b< f-hc-r' Chrt rV/a *. 6? Sf*-tft/c- /)o->ie.

'/ell, it is tho deep and abiding sense of the presence of God w'a.ich convicts

man of his sin. A man who feels tho conviction of and aoko tho forgieveness of his sins

is the man who has risen above tha threat of a security risk. Cnly such a man can be taken

out of the category of risk. Every other man is a risk to every other man*.

Howard Thurmen writes!

There is in ' i n nd in hat e
ire six is r. isl nd a-'on th t isl . »re is an alt r "nd
: standin ; or : r is tha "an si with the

fli v fford," Nothirj >ar it by th i ;el to be placed
Itar :•". i your inner authority*

V.o '• sees "the Le ig sword" to be placed
unless i': " rt of "the riiiidxxxax fluid

of your consent." This is your crucial linjXwith the 1.

Do you have that inward sea? Is it guarded by on "angel with a flmaing sword?" Can

^ny ro:>l evil get by it? If it can you are a security risk. You will cease to be a security

risk when you find your deepest security in the uod of Christ.
Gel




