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for long endurancee

Again the story of early Methodism is full of tales of heroism
of brave souls who stared down the mobse These men were dragged through the
dirt by the hair, they were tram-led on the ground by heavy boots beaten
into bloody pulp with clubse They were jailed and revilede But alvays the
next dey they were on the road ¢o try it elsewheree In commenting upon
these heroic souls Halford Luccook hes said that "It took more then heavy
boots to 'tread the Holy Ghost' out of these lay preachers i"#

The viciously throvm stones of an angry mob were nmot sufficient
to "tread the Holy Ghost" out of Stephen, the first martyre After he had
preaéhed to a orowd it is reporteds "Now when they heard these things they
were enraged, and they ground their tceth aéﬁinst hime¢ But he, full of th o
Holy 8pirit, gased up into Heaven and sew the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of Gode"

Often I think of the difficulty in raising my children as I
greatly desire them to be in this worlde After I have done my beat there
will be hosts of forces to influence them tooe They will be tempted and
taunted to do end be all sorts of things which would be grievous to mee
I camot be suro that I shall succeeds How shall I teach them? Shall I
draw up & 1list of dos ard don'ts by wuich they shall run the course of their
lives? No, let me tell you what I think is most important in my teaching
and trainings If I can teach them always "to lcok a mob in the face", I
shall not fear for what particular things they mey doe But to teach them
that I shall have to fortify them with the continual presence of Gode The
greatest moral and spiritual security I can give them will be to teach the m
to lcve the fellowship of God's people in His churche There His presence

is continuously invoked, there character is forged with unbreakable powers
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Just before Pearl Harbor the great Catholic Bishop, Bernard Je
8heil of Chicago, went unemnounced and uninvited to e mass meeting in a
hall of hatee [For fiftesn full minutes Bishop Sheil demounced every vile
lie he had heard bellowed by a demagogue, including enti-semitism and
vhite supremacye. While he cpoke the audience listcned restlessly, seething
with hostilitye Vhen he had rinished he turned eround and started down
the center aisles Suddenly the silence wes shattered by a soream of
engere A fanatical old woman stepped out and blocked the bishop's waye
She shrieked, "I'm a Catholic, but you, you==you're & Catholio bishope
God damn youl Higger loverd Jew lover$ A bishopl Ha, hal Babbi Sheill®
Then ocompletely hysterical, she deliberately cleared her throat, and with
all her strength spat over one side of the bishopts facee The bishop did
not raise his hand to wipe it offe By this time most of the people were
standing on their seats and the crowd was roaring madlye JThen suddenly
the roar diede They porceived that the bishop had turned the other
cheolkt! He vmitede The old woman froze, as did hurdred ebout here Then,
as though @ sudden ochill had gripped her, she began to shalke violentlye
And what had been an instant before a snarling mob became hundreds of
lovered facese Tho bishop waited another moment, then spoim softlye
"Rabbi?® That is what they oalled our Lorde" Then he wallked out in
silencee

Those who take seriously the Christ of Ged aré never afraid to

look a mob in the faoce.





